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HISTOEY  CF  I-M  EiaEHJa  FMILI  TSo^ SM" i936- 

In  a  ssa-ll  "rillage  in  Gerinsmy  was  born  ths  subject  of  this  sketch.     All 

the  farmers  lived  in  small  ■'/illages^  going  to  their  small  far^s  in  the  GENEALOGY 

929.2 
morning  and  rsttirning  to  the  saiall  to^^ms  in  the  evening,     in  these  da3r3  N3178H 

Gsrsan:;"  had  a  ccjupulsory  jEilitaiy  trainiiig  for  everj  boj^   and  at  the  s.ge  of 

fcurtesn  years.   George  Naireite.v  was  compelled  to  go  into  a  aiilitarj  schools, 

This  Ger-ffian  faniily  consisted  ex  a  father  aiid  mother  and  of  at  least  one  son, 

George..     I'Je  IcnO'^'"  nothing  of  other  mesbsrs  of  this  family^     George ^  the 

paternal  grandfather^,  was  born  near  Biiigen  on  the  Rhine  in  the  year  17fi9. 

In  the  neighljoring  covjatrj"  of  Fi-ance=  Maxoleon  ".fas  dictator^.     He  had  captiied 

all  Ncrthe.v-n  Italj-,.   Scirbher-n  Garsians?-  and  all  of  Sp-ain^   and.,   in  ccnque-i-ing  all 

these  surrounddiig  principalities  he  juade  the  jo-ong  laen  go  to  his  xjar  and 

fight  for  him,     ThTis,   George  Nsireiter  of  He'rriji.  G-ermanj^  aged  16  oi?  1?,-  was 

fighting  the  Spaniards  in  Spain  fox''  s.  French  Generals 

Napoleon  rst-ai-ned  to  Paris^  his  ara^r  going  ifith  himo     Then  he  conceived 
the  idea  of  ocncraering  Hiissia,     This  ".vas  one  of  the  greatest  expeditions  ever 
pls.med  on  acco\-iiit  of  its  hardships o     In  order  to  get  to  Russis.^  the  Alps  had 
to  be  crossed  and  the  pass  of  Sto  Bernard  scaled.     At  this  time  George 
I'leireiter  viS.s  19  jears  of  age  and  accompanied  Napoleon  to  Moseov'f, 

¥e  feel  that  Geoi>ge  rieireiter  he-d  as  siany  hardships  as  any  of  the  T'rarriors 
because  hs  -.'ras  one  of  Kapolscn's  body  guards j  being  called  a  nine  pick 
staffsmanj  one  of  the  forty  chosen  sien  as  Napoleon's  private  bcdyr-guards 
These  were  chosen  on  account  of  their  stature  and  health;  all  being  oy-er  sijt 
feet  tall  and  I'/eight  of  at  l^a.st  200  pounds.     They  -raade  a  handsome  coffipsjTiy  on 
their  black  harses,  tall  staff s„   gold  braid.,   shoTving  their  ran.k.  a^id  the 
h£xmev3  flying  in  tiis  air..     They -.vers  the  talk  of  that  time  of  all  Europe  = 
TsTSgine  this  bcjr..   fine  looki-ig  "filth  blond  hair,   blue  eyes,  ts.ll.;  hea.vy  and 
handscise;;   returning  to  Germany  after  the  aeaorable  m&rdb  to  Moscow..     Irnagias 
the  pride  cf  the  parents  and  of  a  .girl  naiEed  Slisab-ethj  the  Gerinsn  girl  -whoa 


he  took  as  his  xiiife,     ¥e  do  not  I-cnov?  the  year  that  they  v/ere  married ,  but  there 
was  bom  to  theai  t±~je  sons  and  one  daughter  s-s  follows:     Casper ^   John.   Henry^ 
Hs-rtma-n^   Johan  and  Cather-ineo 

They  engaged  iii  far-ming  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  rivers     Vfers  and 
xaisettled  conditions  were  in  e-miy  eoiiiitry  arotsid  theuio     Imagine  this  mother  not 
ft-antitig  h22'  sons  to  go  to  -'jar  after  the  father  had  been  coaipelled  to  do  soo     Is. 
America,,  John  Adaas  was  President,  Washingfc'sn  had  died,  but  had  secured  liberfcy 
for  the  United  States o  and  these  stories  of  prosperity  snd  happiness  drifted 
back  to  G-ermany  to  these  vorrisd  people.,  and  when  Casp-er-  ivas  about  to  enter  the 
Gormaii  array  they  decided  to  iusigrate  to  the  United  States^     They  eicbarked  in  a 
sail  -vessel  and  were  three  tenths  on  the  ocean,   the  x^ind  drifting  thejn  back  in 
ens  stonay  night  as  far  as  thoy  had  gene  in  one  month. 

They  landed  in  Hew  "fork.,  later  coming  to  Oliio  in  about  the  year  lS26o     They 
settled  near  Erie  and  then  decided  to  Eiove  to  Indiana  I'jfiere  friends  lived  and 
tfhere  the  Ulrey  and  G-^esley  fajriilies  had  already  iismigratedo     Casper,  the 
oldest  of  the  family,  iTorked  his  way  to  Fort-  Waj^iiSj,  dr-i-ying  a  canal  boat  teasa 
from  Lake  Erie  here„     They  settled  and  entex^ed  a  piece  of  land  ii2m.ediately 
north  of  the  Nine  Mile  KousSa  now  kac-m  as  the  August  SchjToeder  farffl«     Th^ 
cleared  the  land  and  liired  regular  pioneerSo     George  Meireiter  died  in  1862  and 
his  Tiife,  Elizabeth,  ir:  1S76»     Th^  a;/^  buried  in  the  old  German  cemetery  near 
Soest  „     They  were  membes's  of  that  chu;'C5h  laicfim  as  the  Ohio  Synod  Lutheran 
Congregation o 

Gasper^  my  grandf  athei%  searried  Haxma  Ulreji-,  and  to  them  were  bom  seTsjs 
childrsnt  George,  Daniel,  Henary,,  Mary,   Hattie.^  Solomon  and  Hannah,,   all  of 
■;'/hich  ha''n2  gene  to  their  heaTJ-enly  home  •with  the  exception  of  Mrs»  Eattie  Fry^ 

John  married  t^fics  Ellen  FergusoK  and  to  them  ■was  bom  two  children;  Charles 
and  Rose  J  vjm  Mrs.  Walter  Clarkj  xindrew  Neireiter  and  Janet  M.  Gresley, 
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He-iiiT  inarried  and  had  a  familji  Mrs.  Katie  Thoiiipson.  Jirso  Julia  Adair5 
i-Ir.  Louis  Naireiter.,  Mrsp  I'larj  Hoff  ^  Henrj  Seireitei''  and  George  Keireiters 
Catherine  married  Jciiri  Hake  and  her  cliildran  are  George  Halce.  Henry  Hake.   Jacob 
Make,,  MrSo   Gertrude  Frisstroferc-  MrSo  Kate  Beclua&n^  and  Mr»s«  Christian  Sieber;, 

Of  Jolm  Neireiter  and  Kartman  Neireitsr  '-/e  Icnow-  nothdiig  crtly  that  they  both 
Biarried  here  and  moved  to  the  southern  part  of  Illinois^  there  raising  their 
families,,     Both  now  are  dead,. 

G-aorge  Noireiter  died  January  12,  iSoOj  aged  71  years o     Elizabeth 
Neireiter  died  October  10^  13765  aged  /S  yearSo 

There  are  several  families  of  Neirsiters  living  in  and  near  Allen  Countyj 
but  a.11  of  theni  came  froa  Hessen  Gasselj  Germany,  not  far  from  Frsolcfort  on  the 
Hliine.     Conrad  Neireiter  irjas  the  head  of  one  familyo     Charles  Neireitex',   in  the 
olothjing  "business  here^  is  a  scno     The  s^sact  relationship  is  not  knovaic 

The  last  battle  in  idiicii  the  eldor  Ksireiter  fotight  for  Napoleon  •:fas  at 
Waterloo o     He  then  becajse  a  body-guard  for  Blucher  and  helped  to  escort 
Mapoleon  on  board  sIxLp  bour.d  for  St,  Helena,     He  said  Napoleon's  face  looked 
like  stone „ 

George  Kairsiter's  determination  to  come  to  America  niaterialized  when  the 
war  tfjith  Russia  ■i'='as  iaaninento     His  intimate  relations  vfith  the  Germsai  High 
Ccaimand  informed  him.  of  this  fact,  in  ",fhich  he  /jas  to  ha-ue  Ixis  share  for"  the 
glorcy  of  the  Esapsror, 

Upon  coining  to  Forb  WaynSj  thsy  lived  there  for  one  year  before  ^altering 
the  land  abc-ve  mentioned..     Later  he  bought  16O  acres  east  of  the  Niae  Mile  House „ 
":-?here  he  lived  "ontil  he  died. 

His  sons.  John  and  Jonathanp  were  bound  out  to  learn  trades |  John  to 
Hartman  Smith  of  Wells  Cotaityj  and  Jonathan  to  a  bskie  in  or  close  to  Middletcs-aio 
I'lhen  John  reached  hJ.3  jBajority  he  x-ras  given  his  f  i"eedoa  and  40  acres  of  the 
far33s  nov?  cvsned  by  ArAvav?  Jo  I'leirsite^o 
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The  Harbers  and  Sorgs  osme  over  on  "bhe  sase  ship  with  the  i'leJ.rs3.t8rSo 

A  storj"  is  told  of  John  i^aireiter-  as  folloxrs:     Wnsn  the  cyclone  hleir  the 
vrocdsn  bridge  Into  the  Rivsr  at  ¥illiassport,  he.  with  Christ  Mej-ers. 

Tolimteered  to   cut  the  bridge  as  it  w£s  rapidly  collecting  driftKrood.     During  the 

tfTork  Meyers  dropped  his  axe,  then  Keireiter  cut  the  bx'idge  and  s^-rung  doivn  on  the 

banlc  to  sa-fety^    Meyers  val-aed  his  axe  so  highly,  he  offered  a  reward  of  $5oOO 

for  its  recoxi-ery,     Neireiter  get  it  cut  of  the  vrater  and  did  xiot  take  the  isoney 

as  they  were  close  friends.     Nsireiter  could  work  above  rusliing  water  --'jithont 

fear  of  being  affected  by  it., 

Jolm  Ncireiter's  trade  v:as  a  cs.rpenter  and  hewer  of  vreod^     Ke  hevred  the 
timbers  for  scores  of  houses  and  bams  in  Adams,,  Wells  and  Allen  Ccfuntissp 
He  could  make  an  axo  siiiic  farther  in  wood  than  any  other  laan  >Jith  whom  he 
■vvorkedo     Ke  had  a  icnack  of  puttixig  evsrj'"  ounce  of  strength  in  his  body  on  the 
edge  of  an  a>r.e„     He  -Qorksd  eight  yes^-a  contract 5.jag  clearing  of  land  by  the  acrso 
He  rscei-cnsd  50  cents  pex'  ds.j..     This  pries  held  long  after  the  cival  war^     He 
was  niarried  tx-?ice:  first,  to  Caroline  S,app  and  then  to  Ellen  Fergusonv, 

Gasper  and  Henry  Heirexbsr.,,  Sr,  ai-e  buried  at  -'intioch  Cemetery <,     Henry 
rJoireitsr,  Sro  Earrisd  Mary  Giiithex'o     Jonathan  married  Rosina  Rapp,  a  sister  of 
Caroline  Rapp,  1-^.0  ffiax'-ried  Johii.,     Hartiaan  iBarried  Max-y  Esrickj  a  sister  of 
Adaia  Smrick^     Jonathan  and  Har-L-man  went  to  Illinois  and  settled  near  A"j_^j_riiontj, 
near  Effinghau  in  Effingham  Go» 
Descendanits  of  Casper  Neireiter; 

George  Neireiter  married  S2_die  Sri/ia  of  Effingham,,   Illiiiois,  sn.d  left  no  children c 
Daniel  iJJeireitar  ujarried  Ifeiy  Ej^x^iok  Hake  and  to  thsm  v-ere  born: 
¥illiaui  Heireiter;,   Castle  Rock.  Oregon, 
Marion  Mell"yills  Meireiter^  Hoagiandj.  :iJado 
Martin  Heirsiter_,  McKinnie  Ats^  ..  Fto  Wayne,  Ind., 
Rajmcnd  Heir  sit  er,  23C2  3.  Lafayette  Stoj  Ft.  Wayne,   Ihd. 
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Henry  Neireitsr  vras  born  August  15.  1652 ,  and  died  October  3?  1914. 
Married  Anna  M.  Mork  October  5=  1S79t  to  whom  were  born  Es-fcella  Elisabeth 
Neireitsr  and  Claud  Cleveland  Jleireiter,  'vho  died  Becsmber  3I3  1927.. 
¥.3.j7J  Neireiter  married  John  E,  Gresley  to  whom  xvere  born  Lulu  E.  Castle j 
2009  Race  Sto,  Denver;  Colorado  j  and  Kathan  Gasper  Gresley,  Hoaglandj,  Indo 
Hattie  Meireiter  married  Conrad  Frj,  Hoaglandj  Ind. 

Soloinon  Heireiter  married  Nora  Jobs,  to  whom  were  born  Eenvf  Otto  Neireiter^ 
Decatur,-  Ind, 

Irene  Karj  Ksirsitsry  2502  Weisser  Park  Ave.,  Ft^  Ma^e,  Indo 
Hariiiah  died  at  4  jears  of  age,, 

Boot  Soup 

George  Soloaicn  Neireiter  told  his  son  of  the  privations  inGiu-red  by 
himself  when  with  Napoleon  to  MoscoW:.  Peed  was  so  scarce  that  he  and  other 
soldiers  cut  the  tops  off  their  booti3  and  boiled  them  in  i^tsr  and  drank  the 
broth  from  them.  On  another  occasion  they  were  in  a  forest  hut  when  a  mouse 
ran  across  the  floor,  Thex^e  was  a  scramble  to  get  it.  One  soldier  cauglit  it 
and  ate  it  raw.  All  the  dogs  were  Idlled  and  eaten|  the  soldiers  begged  for 
more  dcg  focdo  Peach  Tree 

In  July.  18C5  Hapoleon  took  sxi   expedition  into  Spain,  There  were  days  of 
Wi-ary  marahnjagj  long  lines  of  footsore  soldier  boys„  The  soldiers  bad  been 
told  not  to  fot^ge,,  that  privilege  being  given  to  officers.  But  toiuard  evening 
on  one  hot,  dusty  day,,  the  boys'  great  grandfather ^  aged  76  years 5  saw  a  peach 
tree  .just  ever  the  fence  ladei^  "tirith  yellow  s'ipe  psacheso  ilimbly  he  hopped  over 
the  stone  fence.,  gave  the  tree  a  shake  to  get  just  a  feiv-,,  And  "i-fhat  to  his 
surprise,  ovez'y  peach  on  the  tree  fell  to  the  ground,, 

Mouse  Castle 

The  farm  oa  whieh  George  SoIojscsg  Heireiter  '-fas  bom  in  Gerinany  near  the 
famoms  "l-kiuse  Tosjer"  on  the  Rhine,  This  place  is  still  a  show  place  on  the 
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To-urists'  trip  up  and  do?m  the  Rhine  River,  and  ths  Historical  Mouse  Tovrer, 
fajuous  in  l-sgend  and  story  is  still  standing  in  192g„     IfrSo  Frad  Stolte  of 
924  Coluiiibia  Are.   sat-j  it  during  the  past  s\5iisiiero 

The  legend  follows:     A  titled  land  ovner  had  gathered  into  his  large 
bams  all  the  grain  of  the  surrounding  country.     The  co'unts:^  people  living 
roiuid  about  I'^ere  star'/ing  and  begging  for  food.     He  wouldn't  give  thea  sxij^ 
but  one  day  he  told  them  to  coise  and  he  i-iculd  help  them^     Mien  they  caise  he 
invited  theui  into  one  barn  and  after  all  -were  irij,  h.e  had  the  doors  closed  ana 
bs.ri'sdu     Tnen  he  set  firs  to  the  barn  and  biu-ned  the  poor  people o     Ivhen  th^ 
t-rere  scraaisiing  and  moaning,  he  lauded  and  said  to  his  rich  friends^  '-Listen 
to  w  Slice''  o 

ifeat  to  his  surprise  that  night  his  house  was  over-run  \ilth  -mica  and  thej 
seeEied  to  want  to  bother  him^     This  grew  worse  and  ■s'orse  a.s  tiaie  icent  on. 
There  were  countless  thousands  of  thenic     So  in  order  to  escape  themg  he  had 
bijj-lt  on  the  Rhine  River  a.  stone  toiirer  irxbh  living  quarters  o     iJhen  it  was 
completed  he  -iTent  there  to  live.,  great  care  and  'watchfulness  being  given 
averjrbhing  to  see  that  no  isica  were  carried  into  the  towero     But  Ms  security 
Tj-as  of  siiort  duration;  that  nigiit  coijntless  soice  besieged  the  castle  and  ate 
the  baron  up„ 
George  Solomon  Meireiter.,  A  Hessiaiio 

M:ile  George  Solomon  Meireiter  ".iia.s  a  soldier  of  the  first  class^  he  was 
too  young  to  be  a  soldier  at  the  tinis  of  the  Re-srolutionary  war.     Many  of  his 
tOftTispeople  the  soldiers  hired  by  the  British  to  fight  the  Americans  and  upon 
their  return  to  the  Old  Country  raporfced  fine  treatment  wbJ.cii  thef  received 
froH  George  Washington,  and  of  the  poor  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  Britisho 
Tlaese  friends  were  unanjjnous  iii  their  praise  of  Washington  and  Iiis  Hten  and  of  the 
kindness  in  their  treatment  and  the  sharing  of  whatever  food  the  continental 


i^as 


arasy  had  and  also  tlisir  bi-bter  condeasnation  of  the  lying  tactics  of  the 
British  vjho  hired  them  to  fight  the  colcTiistSj   v-rtio  the  British  told  them  ware 
a  Ic^J"  inferior-  people  „     It  i-jas  from  these  thongs  that  he  decided  to  cose  to 
America  to  £*/oid  further  v;ar „ 
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